Nitrosourea derivatives for the treatment of Hodgkin's disease involving the central nervous system: a study of 23 cases.
This study deals with the effectiveness of nitrosourea derivatives (nitrosomethylurea and CCNU) used as single agents or in combination with vinca alkaloids, procarbazine and prednisolone in 23 patients suffering from Hodgkin's disease with spinal cord or intracranial involvement. Complete regression of neurologic symptoms was observed in 61% of patients with spinal cord compression and in 4 out of 5 cases of brain involvement. No relationship was found between type, degree and duration of symptoms, and treatment efficacy.